The founders of these kingdoms, who had risen to high power In the
service of the BahamanI dynasty, having been tempted by the increasing
imbecility of the Government, set up thrones for themselves* The years
which followed the establishment of these kingdoms were of . perpetual
struggle for mastery between the Moghuls reigning at Delhi and the great
Muhammadan kingdoms which interposed between them and the Hindu
kingdom of Vijayanagar in the south. For a period of 200 years these
Muhammadan kingdoms had served as an effectual barrier between the
Moghuls in the north, and the great Hindu state of Vijayanagar in the south;
but, at last, a combination of these five Muhammadan kings crushed the
power of the mighty Hindu empire in the great battle of Talikotta (1565 A.D.)
After the fall of Vijayanagar, the Mussalman kings quarrelled amongst
themselves on the division of the spoils, and taking advantage of their
dissensions, the Moghul Emperor, Shah Jahan, gradually encroached on their
dominions, and finally absorbed them in the Moghul Empire. His son,
Aurangazeb, became master of all India in the year 1687 A. D?

THE IMAD SHAHI KINGDOM OF BERAR.   1485 to 1568 A. D.

Berar, which was one of the five kingdoms into which the Deccan had
split up after the fall of the Bahamani dynasty, was now fairly embarked on
a period of Independence under the Imad Shahi kings whose capital was at
Ellichpur. The founder of the dynasty was one Fath-Ullah Imad Shah who
had risen to high office in Berar during the reign of the Bahamani kings* He
established his sovereignty in Berar in 1485 and ruled till 1504 when
he was succeeded hy his son, Allauddin, who, in turn, was succeeded In
1529 by his son Dariya who ruled till 1560. In 1560 Burhan ascended
the throne and ruled till 1568 when the kingdom fell into the hands of a
usurper, in whose time (1574) it was annexed by Ahmednagar.

LIST OF IMAD SHAHI KINGS OF BERAR.
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1485   (1)   Fatlv-Ullah.

1504   (2)   Allauddin.

1529   (3)   Dariya.

1560   (4)   Burhan.

1568   (5)   Tutal (Usurper)
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